
Faith of our Fathers: 

Celebrating Methodism in 

Wealdstone 

Outside the Tin Tabernacle 

Did John Wesley ever visit Harrow? 
It is unlikely John Wesley ever visited Harrow but he 
preached nearby in Hayes, Hillingdon and Uxbridge.so 
people from Harrow probably went to hear him preach 
and brought the message back.  

Where were the first Methodists in Harrow? 
There was a meeting and Sunday School in Roxeth from 
about 1810.  (Wesley died in 1791.)  In 1855 a Wesleyan 
chapel was built on the Lower Road which continued in 
use until 1905 when the Bessborough Road Church was 
built.  It then became the Welsh Chapel. 

The First Wesleyans in Wealdstone 
From 1837 a cluster of shops and cottages grew up along 
the small railway station known as Harrow Station and 
later renamed Harrow and Weald Stone Station.  
Wealdstone was written in this way at first, after the 
stone outside the pub in Harrow Weald.  Established 
religion was late in arriving as until 1864 there was no 
church or chapel nearer to Wealdstone than Harrow 
Parish Church (St Mary’s) or the Methodist Chapel on 
Lower Road.  Mr Warnes’ carpenter’s shop at the foot of 
Wealdstone Bridge on the Harrow side became a meeting 
place.  We thank God for this Mr Warne, for eventually 
on 2 December 1883, the small community had grown 
sufficiently for them to rent a room in a cottage at a cost 
of 8 shillings a week.  Such was the interest that the first 
public meeting had to be held in a nearby brewery and 
240 people sat down to a Methodist tea! 

The Great Queen Street Circuit 
Part of John Wesley’s plan was that all Methodist groups 
should be attached to other groups in circuits for 
support.  At first we had some difficulty getting a circuit 
to take us on!  Other Methodist churches in the area, like 
Pinner, were linked to Watford.  Eventually the Great 
Queen Street Circuit, later called the Kings Cross Circuit, 
agreed to have us.  The main church was the West 
London Mission, known as Kingsway Central Hall.  Having 
no minister at first, the superintendent of the circuit 
seems to have played a major role in establishing the 
Wealdstone society.  The Wealdstone Methodists grew 
rapidly and soon rented a whole house at £15 per year, 
sometimes using accommodation at the Bridge School for 
their services and Sunday School. 

The Tin Tabernacle 
By 1885 the temporary accommodation had out-grown 
its use and something more permanent was needed.  
Land was purchased at the corner of what is now Rosslyn 
Crescent and Station Road.   An iron building was erected 
at a cost of £252 10s, the money being raised by loans.  
Three years later, a Mr Foal donated an American organ 
and a Young Men’s group built a vestry (church office).   

Circuit walks in the country, especially at Easter were a 
feature with Londoners travelling down for the day by 
train.  They were known as The Easter Gathering and 
Wealdstone hosted everybody to a sumptuous Methodist 
tea.  The route usually started by climbing over the stile 
in Grant Road and ambling across the fields to Bel Mount 
(Belmont), from which the sight of the first  flying 
machines from Hendon Aerodrome caused great 
excitement. 

In 1901, Rev Arthur Walters became our first minister.  
Until then, the superintendent of the Kings Cross Circuit 
kept the community together. 

Plans for a New Church 
Many of our members in those days came from the 
Hindes Road area, so as larger and more substantial 
premises came to be needed, a site was purchase there 
in 1902 for a Wesleyan Church.  A joint scheme was 
proposed by the Harrow and Wealdstone Methodists, 
but it was decided to have two separate churches, one in 
Wealdstone and one in Harrow, in Bessborough Road.  

Early Aerial photograph of Wealdstone.  

Locket Road and Montrose Road are near the top right corner;  

few houses and no church! 



The Hindes Road site was sold to the Congregationalists 
and is now a joint URC / Methodist Church and so the 
wheel has turned full circle! 

Locket Road Methodist Church is Built 
Costing £5000 to erect, the church could seat 400 people 
in the main part of the church and 80 in the gallery.  The 
Locket Hall was seen as a temporary structure which 
could easily be used as an enlargement of the church.  
This has yet to happen!   

The opening ceremony was on 24 November, 1904, with 
Rev Marshall Hartley preaching.  The service was well-
attended and the great and the good well represented.  
Rev Dinsdale T. Young represented the Great Queen 
Street Circuit. 

By March 1905 there were 186 members and 253 people 
attended services on a Sunday.  Two to three hundred 
children attended Sunday School, which must have been 
challenging!  By 1913 it was clear that there was a need 
for expanded premises for the work with children and in 
1913 an asbestos sheet building was erected about 
where the Guild Room now stands and this became 
known as the “New Hall”.  It remained in use for about 
25 years. 

The Choir 
The Tin Tabernacle had both an organ and choir seats 
and we do know there was a strong choir which sang 
anthems at services, including the 1904 dedication of our 
church.  In 1915, the choir sang at a patriotic concert in 
the Kodak Hall and in the 1920’s and 30’s performed an 
Oratorio each year with professional musicians.  The 
concerts would be repeated elsewhere, including the 
Hendon Workhouse!  The financial proceeds enabled 
needy families to receive food parcels at Christmas and 
the choir won a number of awards. 

The Slate Club 
With no welfare state, people turned to the Sickness 
benefit clubs, known as Slate Clubs and often run in pubs.  
In 1908, the church started a men’s Sickness Benefit Club, 
soon followed by a Women’s Club and a Loan Club.  The 
Loan Club proved very popular and had branches in 
Harrow, Wembley and Watford. The queue for the 
annual share-out before 
Christmas was so huge that 
two policemen were needed to 
control it! 

The Brotherhood and the 
Sisterhood 
In 1909 a Brotherhood was 
started and later a Sisterhood.  
They grew into large and 
thriving organisation and got 
their own premises in 1923 at 
the Brotherhood Hall in 
Mason’s Avenue. 

The Institute 
Another large and thriving organisation was a senior part 
of the Sunday School for those over fifteen, known as the 
Institute.   

The Northern Invasion 
In 1934 the London, Midland and Scottish Railway 
Company transferred some Head Office Departments 
from Derby to Euston.  Some of the staff living on the 
estates around the church did much to revitalise Locket 
Road Methodist Church 

The Harrow Circuit 
In 1921 Wealdstone and Bessborough Road Churches 
linked with Pinner, Eastcote and Northwood to form the 
Harrow Circuit.  When, in 1932 the three main groups of 
the Methodist Church in Britain came together to form 
one Methodist Church, Welldon Crescent, a Primitive 
Methodist Church was added to the group.  Bessborough 
Road Church closed in 1972 and Welldon Crescent 
congregation became part of Trinity Church at Hindes 
Road, a joint URC / Methodist venture.  The Welldon 
Crescent Buildings became a community centre in 1999.  
Later additions to the circuit included Ruislip, Kenton, 
South Harrow, Ruislip Manor and North Harrow.   

The War 
Not an easy time for any-one, the church had to obey 
restrictions like black-out.  Many evening meetings had to 
be curtailed or held in the day-time.  During the war a 

Youth Club was started as a 
junior Wesley Guild.  

New Premises Again  
In 1939, the “New Hall” was 
demolished and the Montrose 
Hall, Guild Room and 
Caretakers flat were opened 
and a new organ dedicated.  
The total cost of the project 
was under £4000!  Now the 
flat is let to provide an income 
for the church.  

 

Inside the Church in 1954 

The new Montrose hall.  



Harrow Weald 
Methodists in Harrow Weald, once the “posh” part of 
Harrow with large country estates, developed a small 
community about 1890 by opening a “Mission Room” in a 
cottage near Brockhurst Corner.  For a picture of the 
relationship between Wealdstone and Harrow Weald in 
those days, read Rebecca West’s novel The Return of the 
Soldier.   

The Draper family seem to have been the key-players 
here.  But the small society did not last long and was 
closed.  It was revived in 1959, firstly in Whitegate 
School, now the Westminster Nursing Home and then 
meeting at All Saints Church.  Land for premises was 
purchased on Elms Road.  But numbers decreased and 
the members amalgamated with the society in 
Wealdstone.  The land was sold to the Churches Housing 
Association and it was this money that was put towards 
the transformation of our church in 1974. 

The 1974 Transformation 
The design for this refurbishment was bold with the focus 
on a simple wooden cross in front of a large orange 
curtain.  The ceiling was lowered, as was the pulpit and 
the choir pews were moved, making the building warmer 
and more intimate.  In 1991 the church, halls and other 
rooms were completely re-decorated, the central heating 
system was renewed and a fully equipped kitchen 
installed. 

The Twenty-first Century 
In 1983 we celebrated the 
centenary of the Methodist Society 
in Wealdstone.  During the last 
twenty years our church has 
continued and developed.  We 
have the added richness of being a 
multi-racial community with people from many different 
cultural backgrounds attending our meetings and 
services.   

In 1999 we welcomed our first lady minister, Rev Hannah 
Faal, who married Rev Knut Heim in 2000. 

In 2004 we celebrated the centenary of the building and 
then, in 2006, there was a further major refurbishment of 
the church with comfortable chairs replacing the wooden 
pews.   

In 2020 – 2021 the church, along with all other places of 
worship, was forced to close for long periods due to the 
Covid pandemic.  The congregation stayed together with 
online services, meetings and weekly email newsletters. 

Times change and we have to adapt.  However, we give 
thanks to all those who have worked energetically and 
with insight over the past almost two hundred years to 
make the church in Wealdstone what it is today.  We 
pray that we may have the power and wisdom to 
continue the work and to understand what God wants his 
church to be in Wealdstone in the 21st century. 

Sources:  

• Notes and information gathered by Cyril Aldridge before his 

death in 2003. 

• Harold Ballisat’s article in the booklet Wealdstone Methodist 
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published in 1983. 

• Centenary Book, 2004 

The versatility of chairs 


