
Wealdstone Methodist Church   

News for week beginning 12 July 2020 

the fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Minister:  The Revd. John Swarbrick  8427 0057 mjswarbrick@btinternet.com 

Senior Steward:  Helen Riley, 8427 6086. 

Church e-mail address  wealdstonechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Church Council Secretary:  David Milne 8954 7248  themilnes@sky.com 

Church Development Worker:  Kath Harrison  07816 294783 wmc.kath@gmail.com 

Church Halls:  8861 0913.  Church Web Site:  www.wmclr.org.uk 

      @WealdstoneMC       WealdstoneMethodist 

We Worship at Home 

Lectionary Readings for this Week: 
Isaiah 55: 10-13, Romans 8: 1-11, Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

A Prayer 
God our saviour, 
Your care for us has neither measure or end, 
Help us to respond to your love in our daily living; 
 to pray more fervently 
 to share our faith more openly 
 and to seek first your kingdom and its righteousness 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen. 
              (From an old Methodist Prayer Handbook) 

Alternative forms of Worship 

TV:  Sunday  1.15pm, BBC 1, Songs of Praise 

Online: Sunday  
The Methodist Church web site, www.methodist.org.uk has links for 

prayer and worship resources that we can use at home. 

Central Hall Westminster:  Live service at 11.00am.  Click here 

Wesley’s Chapel: Live services at 9.45am and 11.00am.  Click here 

Trinity Church, Harrow, offer an online home communion service with 
The Revd David Varcoe every week.  See www.trinityharrow.co.uk  

mailto:mjswarbrick@btinternet.com
http://www.wmclr.org.uk/
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Sunday Morning Worship and Chat on Zoom 
Join us once again this Sunday for a short service on Zoom at 
10.00am.  There will be some prayers, a reading and a short reflection 
given by Revd John Swarbrick and there will also be a chance to chat 
in small groups to catch up with each other's news.   

To join the Zoom meeting click here or log on to Zoom using Meeting 
ID: 880 3622 3175 and password wmcservice. 

For those who don’t have a computer or smartphone there is a way of 
joining the meeting by voice only.  To do that call one of the following 
numbers from an ordinary telephone:  020 3481 5240,  020 3481 
5237,  020 3051 2874.  When connected you will be asked to key in 
the Meeting ID number, 880 3622 3175 followed by #.  If it asks for a 
caller ID just press # again and then you will be asked to enter the 
numeric password 698552.  (Normal phone charges apply.)   

Zoom House Group 
The next Zoom House Group will be meeting on Tuesday 14 July at 
3.30pm, looking at aspects of St John's Gospel.  If you would like to 
join in please let Helen know by Monday 13 July at the latest on 
whelen.riley@ntlworld.com and she will send you the link. 

Traidcraft 
You can order Traidcraft products online at www.traidcraftshop.co.uk.  

or buy the usual goods from the church stock.  Please phone or e-mail 
Kath Harrison to order. 

Online Friendship Café 
The Online Friendship Café takes place on Wednesdays from 1.00pm 
to 3.00pm via Zoom.  To join the conversation click here. 

Help us to help, please! 
The Friendship Cafe has received some funding from the Good Things 
Foundation for the digital inclusion project we began early in 2019. 

We're rethinking our plans as the situation changes and are interested 
to hear your ideas about how, in the present circumstances, we can 
help those who want to learn how to participate in the online world. 

Please will you ask your 'offline' contacts what they actually want, if 
anything!  Phone help?  Support with a tablet?  Zooming lessons? 
What would be useful to your neighbour / friend / mum?  Let us know 
in the next two or three weeks please.  Send an e-mail to Kath at 
wmc.kath@gmail.com or call 07816 294783 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88036223175?pwd=QTNlYlJ3VGR5YmFyc29DMVJnZHhDUT09
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Friendship Project: Locket Road Link-Up 
From 10.00 to at least 11.00am on Wednesdays, Kath Harrison and 
Colin Archer have been sitting outside the Locket Hall under the sun 
umbrella.  We can't open the building yet, but we chat to passers-by.  
You are welcome to join us.  We'll spread to the car park if that space 
near the bus stop becomes too full.  Thanks.  Kath 

Formation Flying 
My head is buzzing with the myriad 
changes happening nationally these 
days and I thought we should take a 
break.  So I focused some research on 
geese instead! Why?  Well there is an 
underlying challenge ahead of us all in 
Wealdstone Methodist Church involving 
church reopening and choices about 
worship and witness and it’s always good to widen our perspective. 

Geese fly in a V formation which helps to reduce the workload of each 
individual goose.  The goose in front actually creates air movement 
that helps the individual ones behind.  When the lead bird grows weary 
another takes its place.  Doing this enables the flock to fly further.  The 
oldest and youngest geese fly at the back of the V and honk like a 
cheering section for those ahead.  By working as a unit these birds 
can fly great distances they could never manage alone.  If a goose 
becomes sick or injured and is forced to land, two other geese 
accompany it and comfort it until it is able to fly  

We have new challenges in reorganisation ahead of us all as churches 
look forward to opening again.  We have many members who have 
given years of leadership and would appreciate others coming 
forward.  Imagine if as a congregation we behaved more like geese.  
We could fly so much further. 

The Wild Goose is the Celtic symbol for the Holy Spirit.  The Iona 
Community still follows this perspective today, to serve a purpose so 
long as the Spirit leads.  There is passion, creativity and innovation 
that allows the church to more fully embody its call in the world, to be 
part of the renewal and revitalization necessary in the church.  Let us 
pray that we too will be open to the Spirit's guidance and take flight. 

Hazel Bolton 



Time for a Smile 
While watching her baby brother being christened in church, a little girl 
caught the attention of the minister and she whispered, “Behind his 
ears too, please.” 

The magistrate was in a happy mood when he asked the man who 
was in the dock, "What are you charged with?"  The man replied, 
"Doing my shopping too early, Sir." The magistrate said, "That's no 
crime;  just how early were you doing your shopping?"  Came the 
reply, "Before the shop opened, Sir." 

A Sunday School teacher challenged her children to write a letter to 
God.  They were to bring their letter back the following Sunday.  One 
little boy wrote, "Dear God, we had such a good time at church today.  
I wish you could have been there." 

 


